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Professional Development Day highlights Law Week activities
By Shane Cigel
Editor-in-Chief

Over 50 attorneys will be present for this year's
Career Development Day to be held next Friday, February
8th at VUSL.
The event, sponsored by Career Services, gives students the opportunity to meet with practicing attorneys
from all over the Midwest.
"To have over 50 attorneys, many of whom are not
even alumni of the school, take their own time to come
here and speak with us speaks volumes of the respect that
VUSL has in the legal community," said Michael Story,
Chairman of the Career Services Committee.
"It's a great way for students to network with practicing attorneys and learn about virtually every major
legal practice specialty, in one place, at one time," said Art
Bousel, Dean of Career Services.

Students not only have the opportunity to network
with attorneys, but they also get an education on various
legal fields.
"It's a tremendous opportunity for our students to
not only network, but also to learn about various practice
areas that they may not be exposed to in the classroom,"

Story said.
This year's Career Development Day will include
attorneys who have chosen alternative careers. These
attorneys will cater to students who want to use their legal
education to work in a field outside of law.
Students will also have an opportunity to eat lunch
with the attorneys as a part of the program.
After lunch, a panel of VUSL alumni will talk about
how they found their jobs and give advice to students on
how to succeed in finding their own jobs. Students will
be given an opportunity to ask questions during a question
and answer segment of the discussion.
Students are encouraged to dress as they would for
an interview and bring resumes along as a part of the networking process.
"We want the law school to take on the environment
of a professional workplace," Bow~el said.

Palestinian spokeswoman
discusses plight of her people
More than 4,000 pack presentation at VU; dozens turned away
Reprinted with permission from
The Times 01-24-02
By Bryan Williams

Photo courtesy of The Times

Palestinian speaker Hanan Ashrawi spoke
before a packed house at the VU Student
Union last Thursday.

Angry accusations delivered in a calm and low-key manner marked a presentation by a
leading Palestinian spokeswoman Thursday evening at
Valparaiso University.
Hanan Ashrawi, a member
of the Palestinian Legislative
Council and former minister of
education for the Palestinian
Authority, spoke to a standingroom only audience of more than
400 about the brutality of what
she termed an "illegal occupation" of Palestine by Israel.
Calling the Palestinians'
struggle one for dignity, selfdetermination and statehood,
Ashrawi said Palestinian leaders
are committed to a peaceful

Enron represents worst of big business
By David Masse
Staff Writer

The famous (or infamous, depending on one's
viewpoint) former District Attorney of New
Orleans, Jim Garrison, was often quoted as saying:
"This whole thing is almost beyond me." Jim
Garrison was of course referring to the intricate
web of lies and deceit relating to the (alleged) conspiracy involved in the killing of John F. Kennedy.
Similarly, the more I looked into the Enron fiasco,
the more I became convinced that the whole truth
may never come out, and that the whole thing is
definitely beyond me. There is however one thing
I'm sure of: This reeks!
For those law students (and possibly a professor or two) who are too busy to have studied the
background, here are the basics: Enron is an energy
company with its principal place of business in
Houston, Texas. Until recently, Enron was considered to be an energy giant. The beleaguered energy
trader was once the seventh largest company in the
United States. According to the USA Today national newspaper, here are some numbers: In January
of 2001, Enron stock sold for over $70 a share. In
August of 2001, Enron's stock had plummeted to

only $40 a share and Jeff Skilling (then Enron's
CEO) resigned. A popular Enron executive named
Ken Lay took over and offered Enron employees
new hope (not to mention stock options). By"
October of last year, Enron had announced a thirdquarter loss of $618 million. After the announcement, Enron placed a temporary freeze on company
retirement plans. In other words, employees could
not sell the stock that was falling as fast as the old
"Jared" on a tight rope. By the time employees
could sell, the stock had fallen to just over $9 a
share. Now the stock is nearly worthless and was
recently delisted from the New York Stock
Exchange. On December 2, 2001, Enron filed for
bankruptcy protection, the largest bankruptcy case
in our Nation's history.
Many Enron employees had their career and
retirement savings tied up in Enron 40 1K plans
(which consisted mostly ofEnron stock) and Enron
Stock. So what happened? Well it goes something
like this: Last fall (according to info that can be
found on CNN's website), Enron acknowledged
several hundred million dollars of previously undisclosed liabilities. And this is where Enron's
PLEASE SEE ENRON PAGE 2

resolution of the conflict.
"This conflict can be
solved," she said. Ashrawi cited
a "flawed" peace process begun
in 1991 that led to a systematic
violation of Palestinian rights and
an attempt to separate the people
from
the
land.
Every time the peace process
floundered, we were blamed,"
she said.
Ashrawi admitted it was
hard to accept Israel and the
loss of 78 percent of historic
Palestine after Israel's 1948 war
of independence. She labeled that
conflict "ethnic cleansing" and "a
great
historical
injustice."
But she said Palestinians had
since accepted U.N. Resolution
242 recognizing Israel's right to
exist.
Ashrawi said there was a

difference in the kinds of violence in the area. Israel, she said,
used violence as a government
policy, while among Palestinians
it was perpetrated by individuals
driven to desperation.
She said the United States
has given $92 billion in aid to
Israel since its independence,
calling this "total support for all
itsviolations."
Ashrawi listed several
requirements for a peace process
to continue: There must be
recognition that no military solution is possible and that the conflict is not religious or ideological, but one of territory; security
must be attained for both sides
and the"asymmetry of power"
cannot be continued; the process
PLEASE SEE ASHRAWI
PAGE 2
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Faculty contemplating grade normalization
By Shane Cigel
Editor-in-Chief
A faculty task force committee has been formed to discuss
the possibility of normalizing
grades for certain required comses at VUSL.
The task force, organized
by Dean Conison at the urging of
faculty members, is considering
the feasibility of grade normalization in an effort to address
lower bar passage rates here in
recent years.
"Bar passage rates have
been down and this is a big rea-

son why the task force has been
formed", said Professor Bruce
Berner, a member of the task
force.
So what is grade normalization? It entails two layers.
The first would require
grades in courses taught by more
than one professor to meet a comparable statistical mean and
medium. For example, if the
average GPA in one torts section
was 2.62, the average GPA in the
other torts section would fall
between 2.61-2.63. This would
require professors to adjust the
letter grades of students' raw

En ron
FROM PAGE 1

Houston based accounting and consulting firm,
Arthur Andersen comes in. Arthur Andersen is one
of the so-called "blue chip" firms in the country. On
or about January 17, 2002, Enron frred Arthur
Andersen. The firing came as congressional investigators sought documents and records from
Andersen relating to Enron 's financial activities. To
summarize, the basic allegations are that Arthur
Andersen helped Enron mislead the public about
Enron's fmancial situation, and that Andersen partners orchestrated document shredding.
The House Committee on Energy and
Commerce recently released memos that showed
that Andersen questioned Enron's accounting practices nearly one year ago and a February 6, (2001)
email summarized a meeting in which Andersen
officials discussed partnerships Enron used to keep
debt off its bottom line. Much of the controversy is
centered on a man named Andrew Fastow. Fastow
was Enron 's chief financial officer (CFO). Fastow
(who made millions of course) was also the head of
several partnerships that did business with the company. Get the picture? If not, consider this example.
On August 20, 2001, an Enron vice president,
Sharon Watkins, phoned Andersen executive James
Hecker. The USA Today reported that Hecker took
notes of the conversation, and his notes reveal that
Watkins was concerned about the propriety of
accounting for "the numerous transactions between
Enron and the partnerships run by Fastow." For
instance, Watkins said Enron had reported a $500
million gain from the Fastow partnerships without
making clear that the income "actually offset other

ASHRAWI
FROM PAGE 1

can't proceed with preconditions;
third-party international involvement is necessary.
Some 150 people were
turned away from the lecture
because of space limitations.
Outside, a lone protester held a
poster labeling a picture of
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat
"teacher" and a picture of Osama
bin Laden "student."
One audience member identifying herself as Jewish said that
despite Ashrawi's words, many
American Jews hold an underlying feeling that the Palestinians
wanted to "push Israel into the
sea" and remarked on the lack of
a Palestinian peace movement or
condemnation of violence.
Ashrawi
replied
that

scores so that the grades would
be "normalized".
The second layer would
require letter grades to fall within
a percentage range. For example,
5-15% of exam scores would be
A's, 40% would be B 's, and so
on.
"The exact breakdown of
the policy has yet to be determined", Berner said.
The affected courses would
be those with more than one professor. Those courses would
include most first year courses as
well as Constitutional Law II and
Evidence.

losses on various high-tech investments."
With Fastow operating in two roles (as CFO
and the head of several partnerships doing business
w/Enron) came the likelihood of undue pressure
being placed on Enron Executives. Why? Because
Enron executives negotiating the deals with
Fastow's partnerships would have their performance evaluated for compensation purposes by
Fastow. This brought in the Feds.
Federal prosecutors, Congressional committees and others are currently investigating the partnerships, focusing on whether the partnerships
enabled Enron to hide debt (ya think?) and falsely
inflate the company's stock price (No, never?). And
to make an even more pleasing picture, Enron's
new CEO, Ken Lay (or "Kenny Boy" to some),
touted Enron's stock to employees as "an incredible
bargain" as recently as September 26, 2001. This of
course came after Lay had sold over $30 million of
his own Enron stock options.
So where are we now? Well the usual lawsuits
of course, you know, breach of fiduciary duty and
all. At least Federal pension law is clear on one
thing. Companies have a responsibility to manage
the 401 (k) plan taking into account only what is in
the best interests of the workers. But even if the
lawyers for the 401(k) plan prevail, these plans typically have policy limits (in Enron's case about $85
million), which is not much when divided up thousands of times. Consider also that since January
2001 , Enron stock has lost about $1 billion in value.
You may also have heard the name "David
Duncan," in the news recently. Duncan (fired of
course) was the Andersen partner in charge of the
Enron account. Duncan was to be questioned by a
Congressional Committee regarding the shredding
of numerous documents that took place by
Andersen officials. Duncan took the 5th of course,
so we're nowhere closer to the truth.

motives couldn't be superimposed on Palestinians. Instead,
their actions could be seen in
acceptance of 22 percent of historic Palestine and of U.N.
Resolution 242.
"Put it to the test," she said,
"sign an agreement."
Addressing
Valparaiso
University School of Law students earlier in the afternoon,
Ashrawi said Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon was
"somebody whose whole history
is characterized by massacres."
Sharon has exploited Israelis' fear
and insecurity and marginalized
peace proponents, she said.
Ashrawi is also general secretary of The Palestinian
Initiative for the Promotion of
Global Dialogue and Democracy,
known as MIFTAH, and a commissioner of information and
public policy for the Arab

League. MIFTAH, which she
founded in 1998, seeks to foster
principles of democracy and
global dialogue.
She came to international
attention as a spokeswoman for
the Palestinian delegation at the
Madrid, Spain, peace negotiations in the early 1990s.
Tom Nelson, an Oregon
attorney and 1973 VU School of
Law graduate who sponsored
Ashrawi's visit to campus, noted
an American pro-Israel bias.
"Rarely in the U.S. media is
there the other side of the story,"
Nelson said.
Editors Note:
The Forum was supposed to
cover the event independently,
but due to the overcrowding of
Great Hall our staff reporter was
denied entrance. As they say,
respect comes with age.
-S.C.

Although the task force is
considering grade normalization,
it is unlikely that current VUSL
students would be affected by the
legislation. The issue must first
go before an executive committee
comprised of faculty for their
approval, a move which could
take months.
The proposal
would then be presented to student representatives.
"The earliest this would go
into effect would be when current
lL's are in their third year here",
Berner said.
Although bar passage is a
main reason for grade normaliza-

tion, Berner said there are other
reasons for normalizing grades.
"Many activities depend on
grade performance. This would
give students an equal crack at
those activities by getting grades
equalized."
Along with grade normalization, the task force is considering other proposals to address
lower bar passage rates. Among
them are raising minimum retention GPA's and mandatory support groups for students on academic probation after the first
semester.

Here's what VUSL students have to say about
the Enron debacle:
"When big money is involved,
people will do what they have to
do to protect their interests, at the
expense of anyone else."
--Jessica Kavanagh, lL

"It's sad how the company funded
retirement through stock options
and now employees are out of
luck. It shows a breakdown in the
system when a huge company can
hide something like this, especially when senior management cashes in stock and ships (it) overseas."
--Lanny Van Dale, 2L
"Don't feel sorry for the stockholders, they're greedy. They
should've known, it was part of
the game."
--Victor King, 3L

Expecting a refund on your
federal income ta,x?

Usc IRS e-Jile and get it

back in half the usual time.
Even faster if you specify
Direct Deposit.

Click! IR S ejHe is fast,
simple and secure.

It's so accu r ate, there's

less chance you'll get one of

those letters from the IRS.
Questions? Visit our Web
'

I site at www.irs.ustreas.gov
or see your t ax professionaL

CLICK. Z I P .
FAST ROUND TR I P.

Letters to the editor
The Forum, page 3

Friday, February 1, 2002

A Letter from Dean Conison
Recently, I was on the fourth floor of the Daley
Center, talking to one of our alums, a Cook County
Circuit Court judge. We happened to run into a very
recent grad who told us that she had just picked her
first jury and would try her first jury case the next day.
Recently, I was in Denver, having lunch with a
member of the class of '70. He told me that he had
been general counsel for a publisher of children's
books. I told him that I happened to know another
alumnus, class of '80, who also had been general
counsel for that same company.
Recently, I was in Las Vegas, meeting with one
of our alumni who is a successful real estate
investor. He told me that he learned the basics of the
real estate business in law school, from one of his
classmates. These are only a few of the countless
connections between Valpo Law alumni that one
comes across every day. It is easy to find morealumni who have gone into practice together, classmates who one day find themselves living in the
same city a thousand miles from Valparaiso, alumni
who send business to each other-even alumni who

marry each other. Many of these connections are
created or discovered after graduation, but many are
formed in law school.
One of the great benefits of any law school, but
especially ours, is the connections you can make
while in school, and the opportunity to make further
connections after you graduate. When we talk about
the benefits of a law school education, we tend to
emphasize the skills it gives you-in analysis, writing, and speaking, in particular. But if you look at
how law school has benefited those who precede
you, it becomes pretty obvious that it is enormously
valuable for the opportunities it provides, simply
through your being members of the law school community.
We are all aware of the cost of education. There
is a frequently offered justification for the very high
cost of prestigious colleges and professional
schools; that, at those schools, one can make important connections with classmates from around the
country and world, connections that can endure and
advantage one for a lifetime. There is some truth to
this justification. Yet, I think it is overstated (after all,
not everyone will go to college with a future prime

minister) and misleading. For the ability to make
valuable connections is not dependent on high cost
or a certain reputation. This is obvious from the fact
that one can make exceptionally strong and valuable
connections at the Valparaiso University School of
Law.
One reason you can do this at Valpo is that we
are a small school, where you can get to know most
of your classmates. Another is that there is a culture
here, absent at many other schools, of students
helping and supporting each other. Our culture
encourages connections. Yet another reason is the
closeness of our alumni to students, the school, and
each other. The ability to make connections stretches beyond your immediate peers.
But these factors merely create the opportunity.
It is up to you to seize it. Take advantage of the culture and environment here, and take advantage of
the opportunities for developing personal and professional bonds, now and after you graduate. If you
do, you gain not only a source of satisfaction, but as
well a source of support and strength as you pursue
your career and reach for success.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY
Alumni representing 65 legal practice areas will return to the School of Law on Friday, February 8 to network with students interested in their practice areas.
We print a booklet summarizing the backgrounds of all attendees. Make sure you familiarize yourself with those attendees you want
f - - - - - - - - - - - _ _ _ _ _ J to meet.
This is not a formal job fair. Nevertheless, have your current resume ready and dress as you would during an interview. Mock
Interviews are available. Sign-up in Career Services. A "Finding Your Dream Job" panel is planned from 12:45 to 1:30.

Career Services
Corner
By Art Bouse!

OUR WEB SITE
Our totally revamped and rewritten web site contains a great deal of information for a job search. Check out sections on Alternative Job Searches, Long Distance
Searches, and the best Strategic Methods to utilize.
A comprehensive list of career development web sites is available by clicking the "Internet Resources" link.
ALTERNATIVE CAREERS: THREE D'S
Increasing numbers of law students are contemplating alternative careers. Many will be successful. But an alternative career is not for the timid. Any deviation
from the norm may create difficulty. An alternative career is no different. Starting at the beginning is rough for someone who has }ust earned a law degree.
An alternative career often requires taking an initial pay cut. Many employers of attorneys in non-legal positions will not pay extra for the degree. The candidate
must be more willing to accept an alternative pay scale than a starting attorney, particularly one at a large law firm. Therefore, many attorneys who have pursued
alternative careers ascribe their motives to the Three D'S- DESIRE, DETERMINATION & DESPERATION. According to many business operators, the way to survive is desire and sheer determination. Several entrepreneurs maintain the only reason they elected to leave their legal employer was "desperation." According
to one entrepreneur, "leaving and starting my business was the only way to achieve what I wanted to. I could not do it in the confines of practicing law."
BEGINNING THE SEARCH - STRATEGY
A definitive strategy, a timeline for its implementation, and an exit date if the strategy is not working, are essential.
Since alternative careers encompass so many options, each search must be tightly focused. At Valpo Law, we have developed a Strategy Guide to help students
build focus into their job search. The material may be viewed on our web site at "Getting a Job: 4 Steps."
SELL or STARVE
When the founder of Sam Adams Brewery was asked if he had customers lined-up he said "no." That was two weeks before the Company was scheduled to open
for business. The next day he began visiting prospective customers, a task he admits is the scariest element of starting his business.
Every new business needs customers and revenues. If a candidate does not relish the thought of selling and cannot cope with constant and often rudely blunt
rejection, many alternative business careers should be avoided.
RESUME
The resume should have a "functional" format that emphasizes the candidate's skills in context of the targeted career. Due to interest in alternative careers, Valpo
is revamping its student resume guides to include functional resumes.
KEY TO SUCCESS
Establishing relationships is critical to an alternative career job search. One alum advises that you "poun.d the pavement looking for an opportunity" and "persevere" regardless of rejection.
In order to meet the right people, join the Board of an organization. Joining the appropriate Trade Association is imperative. Comprehensive lists of trade associations are available in the Associations Yellow Book.
Organizations and groups that offer assistance to someone starting a business (in contrast to finding employment) include SCORE (retired high level business
executives offer free advice), the SBA, and Business School Entrepreneur Centers.

A Message from
the SBA President
By Michael Story
If you are anything like
me, when you hear the word
"responsible" it probably conjures memories of your childhood when your mother would
want to know who was
responsible for the dent in the
side of her car or the stain in
the carpet.
Until this past
year, I still thought that to be
responsible meant being
accountable for something

you had done in the past. I
really didn't think about being
responsible in the present or
future to my community or
society.
When
think of
responsibility and law school,
the first and most obvious
thought that comes to mind is
about
being
responsible
grades.
However, is there
more to being a responsible
law student than just showing
up for class daily and earning
good letter grades? As law
students and "lawyers to be'\
should we have a responsibili-

ty to the community and society as a whole?
Many of us have
heard Professor Gaffney state
that law is a calling, and that
we will be looked upon to take
charge and lead in various
non-legal situations simply
because we will be lawyers.
For some students, taking an
active role in the community
may seem unimportant simply
because it may not be directly
linked to finding a first-job or
even a summer clerkship, but
ask this question: "Will simply
going to class and earning

good grades prepare me to be
what a law firm believes a
responsible attorney ought to
be?" Personally, I don't think
so.
If you don't believe
me, then go to any law firm's
web page and look at the personal profiles of its lawyers. I
guarantee you that most, if not
all, will list with pride community activities and associations
in which their attorneys are
involved. Law firms, although
impressed with good grades,
recognize lawyers who have
demonstrated responsibility to

their community and society.
AtValparaiso
University School of Law, we
do have responsible law students. In fact, we have over
25 student organizations--all
of which undertake community
service activities. What we all
must recognize is that in order
for us to truly become versatile and successful attorneys,
we need to be responsible by
taking an active role in our
community and society today,
as part of the path of becoming responsible attorneys.

Viewpoints
Friday February 1, 2002
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PoinVcounterpoint on the death penalty
By Michelle Ross
News Editor
Four countries in the world that
still legally impose capital punishment:
Saudi Arabia, Iraq, China and the United
States. The United States awards its citizens vastly superior civil liberties in
every other respect. In fact, use of the
death penalty, might be the only thing
these countries have in common.
I spent this past summer in Europe,
as part of the Cambridge Program. It
was truly an unbelievable experience.
Never before have I been so conscious
of the fact that I was an American. I
spent several hours explaining to several
British citizens that no, not every
American is carrying a weapon and yes,
we still do use the death penalty as a
form of punishment.
Prior to traveling across the
Atlantic I was against the death penalty.
My time in Europe only cemented those
ideas. The people I talked with couldn't
understand how rational, intelligent
adults could actually believe that lethal
injection, or the electric chair, was a
humane form punishment.
The fact is that the great majority
of the people awaiting death on death
row are minorities and the majority of
those people convicted and sentenced to
die fall below the poverty level. It is
also certain, it has been documented,
that mistakes regarding convictions have
been made and innocent people have
died. It is more expensive to go through

a capital conviction appellate procedure
than it is to simply sentence that individual to life in prison.
These statements are not subj ective, these are objective facts. It is
enough for me to know that the possibility of errors exists to not be comfortable
with the death penalty.
I am not comfortable with judging
whether other humans live or die. I
believe in a Supreme Being and I leave
all of the complicated stuff to him. As a
fellow human and citizen, I cannot
determine who is worthy of living and
who should die. I would rather that person rot in prison. It is frightening to
think that men of ordinary passions
could be responsible for the lives of
other human beings, no matter how despicable that human may be. I feel as
though the question of life and death is
beyond my control.

Prosecutor's Office in Ohio, I worked on
two
capital punishment cases. I was for the
Managing Editor
death
penalty before this summer and my
Whatever happened to our ideas of
work
did
not change my opinion after seejustice in a civilized society? An 'eye for an
ing
the
issues
up close. Our office was
eye' right? Well, 'tum the other cheek'
prosecuting
two
individuals for capital
changed that justification for most of us.
murder.
No matter what your religious convictions,
The details, too gruesome to mention,
you must have an opinion on this issue.
Those seeking to abolish capital punish- shook up a small city and tested my perment speak as if the majority of Americans sonal notions of justice. The two "alleged"
could do without the practice. Who have criminals kidnapped and murdered an innothese people been talking to? Just ask the cent women. Life in prison; that's going
American people! I think you would dis- easy on these two! After meeting with the
cover most Americans feel quite secure victim's family on a few occasions, I knew
that our office, representing the people, was
with the current practice.
The state maintains a right to execute in fact doing the right thing by seeking the
criminals who are a threat to others and a death penalty. These cases are still pendthreat to the peace and harmony of our soci- ing, as the community mourns and seeks to
ety. Plain and simple. The state also must regroup.
In closing, it seems the current death
protect the rights of law-abiding citizens
from transgressors of horrendous and penalty discussion is dominated by considunthinkable crimes. Without capital punish- erations of the innocent sentenced to death.
ment, the innocent suffer and unjust aggres- This only turns criminals into martyrs while
sors prosper. Without this power of the ignoring the victims of these crimes. Fix
state, order and harmony break down and the system that would allow the innocent to
the freedoms we as U.S. citizens enjoy be sentenced to death. And what about closure? Closure not only for the victim's famwould be lost.
ilies,
but also for the entire community at
Allow me to digress and state that the
large.
disproportionate numbers of minorities
Finally, I agree deterrence may not be
receiving the death penalty is in fact a travesty. However, the issue of race should not a great justification for the death penalty.
just be reserved for capital punishment But what about retribution? Is vengeance
debate. Let us look at the problems of race an uncivilized emotion? September 11th
and our criminal justice system as a whole. changed our ideas on revenge and justice.
Now, speaking of truly unbelievable Are we saying the American people are
experiences, I too had my eyes opened this uncivilized for wanting justice and closure?
I think not!
past summer.

By Randy Fisher

While

clerking

AALS agenda needs to be put to a stop
equal opportunity statement must
appear on all Valparaiso
Recently,
Valparaiso University paperwork that goes
University considered changes to out to potential students and
the university's equal opportunity employees.
statement that could have
The AALS has been
brought the law school into con- very aggressive in getting law
flict with the Association of schools to change their equal
American Law Schools, the· opportunity statements to reflect
major law school accrediting a more liberal viewpoint than
organization, so there has been a many law schools have been
difficult bargaining process to get comfortable with, including
a new statement that would be Notre Dame, Marquette, and now
acceptable
to
Valparaiso's Valparaiso. This has involved
accrediting group and to the con- adding "sexual orientation" and
servative Lutheran school. The "religion" to the categories of

protected groups. Needless to
say, a strongly religious law
school of whatever tenet would
have difficulty with both of those
changes. The AALS is treading
on constitutionally protected religious viewpoints. The AALS is
of course a private organization,
but since every law school must
be accredited in order for its
graduates to be able to sit for the
bar in any state, and the bar is a
semi-public institution, the
AALS might be construed as a
semi-public organization and
subject to constitutional limita-

be able to work together, to pray
together, to struggle together, to
go to jail together, to stand up for
freedom together, knowing that
we will be free one day." It's been
almost 13 years since the first
time I heard it, but time can only
make this faith in freedom
stronger.
Dr. King's message also
reminds us there are still countries in the world, where people
live under oppression and injustice. Unfortunately, China is one
of these countries. In recent
years, the persecution of the
Internet dissidents is creating
new injustices in this most populated country in the world. The
Chinese government has passed
tough laws and made free expression of political ideas on the
Internet a criminal offense. Since
last year, tons of Chinese Internet

users have been jailed under
these laws.
These Chinese young men
are arrested, tried and jailed,
because they love freedom,
because they have faith in freedom, because they have lived out
the true meaning of freedom.
When they are on trial, freedom
is on trial. Dr. King's faith in
freedom is on trial.

By William Smith, 2L

Have Faith in
Freedom: A
Reflection on Dr.
King's Message
and China's Online
Prisoners
By Zongkun Llu, 1 L
I still remember during the
pro-democracy protests in 1989,
how we loved and were encouraged by Dr. King's address "I
have a dream", the most beautiful
address I have ever heard in a
modern language. We love Dr.
King's message, because it's a
message addressed to all people
who love freedom and justice.
For Dr. King, freedom is a faith.
He said, "With this faith we will

for

a

County

tions on its power.
There is another question that can be asked, however.
What is the point of an equal
opportunity statement? The idea
of a statement declaring yourself
free of discrimination is the
equivalent of saying that you are
good in the absence of evidence
that suggests otherwise. The
equal opportunity statement is
required by law. But the school is
as deserving of being considered
innocent until proven guilty as an
individual is. Why must we
assume that the university will
discriminate against potential
students unless it has a statement
declaring it will not?

In any case, I rather
think that the University would
be on solid ground to dispute the
AALS 's heavy-handed treatment.
I am tempted to recommend a
fight, but that is really too much
to ask current students, to risk
losing a major accreditation in
the middle of their law school
careers. The university will not
fight, of course, discretion being
the better part of valor, but some
time soon, some school, perhaps
one that has not yet been accredited by the AALS, will decide it
is worth the trouble.

gra
Plus, daily cash \Vinners. fm· using L.:-xisNexis !

s i

••

:. _go to'~'- ·
- ,,s.corn/1
· -view
rules ani registcl After thEt,
· ·tin1 c you U£ ' ;
re · h
e
· . ;nt·.a.....
Ai""'..

Features
The Forum, page 6

Friday February 1, 2002

A RIDE ON THE SOUTH SHORE LINE
TRAIN OFFERS ALTERNATIVE TRANSFORATION TO CHICAGO, SOUTH BEND
Chicago as well as to the factories along Lake Michigan about 3.5 million. More importantly to the students at
Valparaiso, The South Shore Line provides an alternative
that supported the war effort.
By the mid 1970's, The South Shore Line was suf- form of transportation to Chicago and South Bend,
There are very few places in Valparaiso where the fering from financial difficulties due to changes in the whether it be to work or to enjoy the leisure opportunities
steady reverberations of the passing trains cannot be demographics of its riders. Many of the jobs that com- that both cities have to provide.
heard. In fact, it is probably safe to say that the students muters rode to each day were gone as the factories and
The South Shore Line, however, has not been withat Valparaiso University do not give these trains much steel mills along Lake Michigan had closed or moved out its criticism from Valparaiso law students. Mick
thought other than when their annoying rumbles are heard elsewhere. America had changed and the way it traveled Story, 3L, said that the train has room for improvement
while studying.
had changed, too. Highways were built and people moved in providing a reliable service. Story said a canceled train
There is, however, one train that Valparaiso Law stu- from Chicago's urban centers, where the train ran, to the cost him and his parents $130 dollars in cab fare from
dents might want to give more thought about- The South suburbs. The modernized rail system that Insull built was downtown Chicago to Chesterton. "Without any notice
Shore Line. Located off of US Highway 12 in Chesterton, in a state of disrepair. Once again, The South Shore went the South Shore canceled its last train back to Chesterton
the South Shore Line offers a convenient alternative to broke.
and we had to take a cab to get back home."
traveling to either Chicago or South Bend. A ride to
The South Shore is now governed by the Northern
downtown Chicago costs $5.75 and takes about an hour Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD).
and a half. Passes can also be purchased in quantity or by Today the railroad is .---- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ,
the month. These passes can be a cost effective alternapublicly owned and
SATURDAY, SUNDAY and HOLIDAYS
tive to paying for gas, tolls, parking fees, and the hassle of has gone through
driving in the Chicago Loop.
something of a renEstablished in 1903, the South Shore Line has been aissance. Through
providing Northwest Indiana residents with a means of the use of tax doltraveling to and from Chicago for almost a century. It lars,
The South
R..x.se..e!· ,) ;c:':l
began as a streetcar between Indiana Harbor and East Shore Line has
McC.:orTod: ?1cce
Chicago called "The Chicago & Indiana Air Line made
steady
Railway" in 1903 and a year later was renamed "The improvements. The
Chicago, Lake Shore, and South Bend Railway" ("The Dune Park Station,
Lake Shore") to reflect the vision of its original owner. for example, was o. HAMMOND
However, "The Lake Shore" faced stiff competition from rebuilt in 1986. It is
£ASTCHICAGO
steam trains and the beginnings of what would become accessible to the
C' J'\< Rd ~Gorv)
America's love of the automobile. "The Lake Shore" did handicapped
and 0. GARY METRO CTR.
not make a profit and eventually went bankrupt.
allows travelers to
In 1925, the railroad was purchased by Samuel purchase
tickets &DUNE PARK
lnsull and renamed "The Chicago South Shore and South from a machine
Bend Railroad" and has been referred to as "The South when a ticket agent
11th St (\/. City)
Shore Line" ever since. Mr. Insull modernized the rail- is not available. b. CARROll AVE. (M. City)
road; building new stations, buying new cars, and con- These
improveverting his fleet to an electric system that would allow The ments have brought b. SOUTH BEND AIRPORT
South Shore to travel all the way to downtown Chicago.
back commuters.
The South Shore reached its height of popularity From 1978 to 1990
during World War II when ridership reached over six mil- travelers grew from A weekend and holiday schedule of the South Shore Line
lion. The train was a viable way of traveling to downtown 1.48 million to

By Allen Timms
Features Editor

IFIT/111 f'fiSDIIAt Wnll JUSTICE TIIDMAI
BY Michelle Ross ·
News Editor
Justice Thomas visited the law school to judge the
Swygert Moot Court Competition last November. While
on campus, he also taught a Constitutional Law Class and
gave a brief interview to the writers ofthe Forum. Shane
Cigel, Kathy Kain and I had the opportunity to sit down
with Justice Thomas and asked him a few questions.
Later people asked what I thought of the Justice and
what it was like to interview him. Justice Thomas is an
honest, friendly and likeable person. He has a hearty

laugh and a firm handshake.
While teaching
Constitutional Law he managed to crack several jokes and
even do an impression of James Brown.
Justice Thomas has one of the greatest legal minds in
our society and it was wonderful to meet such a well
grounded and approachable guy. Instead of impressing us
with his intellect and brilliant career, he focused on giving
us advice and impressing upon us the basic difficulties of
his job.
Here is a glimpse of what Justice Thomas told the Forum:
1. Do you have an opinion or a decision
that you are most proud of?
"Not really. These cases are about real people's problems, overall, I'm just glad I do
my job. I am just thankful to give it my best
shot. Really, the most rewarding cases are
those that are the least controversial. It's a
heavy burden to decide cases such as Lopez
or Bush v. Gore, when the impact and significance is so great. And that takes its toll."

2. Justice Thomas's impressions of sitting
on the Supreme Court:
"It's more important to be honest with you.
We wrestle with the issues just as you do. I
can't get up here and say, "'Oh, I'm so intelligent and esoteric". I want you to understand that my first year was as difficult as
yours, and I wrestle with these issues just
photo by Kathy Kain like you. I drank bad coffee and pulled all

~ustice Thomas takes time out to sign autographs
·
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nighte~s too. Th~ da~ will come, sooner than
you think, when 1t will be your turn to make
h
d · ·
:ffi ·
t ese ectstons. My e ort Is to find a test that

doesn't allow you to work your prejudices into the result.
Don't think that we are any more confident than you are.
We struggle just as much as you do. Upholding the law is
what keeps us from the craziness in the rest of the world,
from what happened on September 11."
3. What was it like to sit in a different venue due to the
Anthrax scare last November?
"That was the first time that had happened in 66 years. It
wasn't all that bad. In the grand scheme of things, it wasn't a big deal. We were able to conduct business and I had
a small office with a small window, and a cheap chair."
4. Do the Justices socialize together outside of work?
"Not really. I love what I do, the people I work with,
where I work and that its in this country. We eat lunch
together every day. Some of the Justices are really close,
but as a respect issue don't socialize much outside of
work. I am busy raising a 10 year old son. I'm a soccer
mom, and I'm in the carpool line.
5. How are the opinions and deliberations handled?
Justice Thomas described to us a process whereby the
Justices gather around a table in a specific seating order.
Chief Justice Rehnquist sits at the head of the table. The
justices each take a turn, by order of seniority, to state
their determination and vote. Justice Thomas said,
" ... deliberations are very quick." Then the Chief Justice
assigns writers to opinions by order of seniority.
5. Justice Thomas on keg parties as an undergraduate at
Holy Cross:
"The sorriest thing I have ever seen is five cold kegs of
beer and no tap."
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Recreation at
the Indiana
Dunes
BY Allen Timms
Features Editor
When one thinks of Indiana,
visions of cornfields and basketball usually come to mind first.
But the northwest comer of the
Hoosier state has something that
the rest of the state does not. That
would be the coastal splendor of
the Indiana Dunes State Park.
"Sometimes when you look
at the water, it takes all your cares
away", said Wendy Smith, an
Interpretive Naturalist at the
Indiana Dunes State Park.
Located north of Chesterton
at the far end of Highway 49, the
Indiana Dunes State Park has
over 2,000 acres that offer recreational opportunities to break the
stress of law studies or, when the
weather is warmer, a quiet place
to study.
Smith said that people visit
the Dunes to see the diversity of
habitat, topography, and the geological history of the dunes.

When I was assigned to
write this story I cringed. A dating story?! And what? We even
did a survey! I immediately
thought back to grade school and
the notes I would always receive:
"Will you go out with me? Circle
yes, no, or maybe." Well ... o.k. I
admit that I was the desperate one
always passing them out (in
bulk), but let that go. That is the
past. Law school is the present.
There are many "plus factors" to a law school .education.
Some of us work. Some have
family. And yes- some even
date. The Forum asked 100 law
students about their dating habits
and how those habits fit with academic life.
Statistics of the study reflect
that nutrition ranked high in priority for students' eating habits.
Oh wait ... that was a different
study. Unfortunately, this study
revealed little about how law
school has affected or influenced
the personal relationships of students. There is not enough detail.

"Some of the dunes are still
growing," said Smith, "Others
are changing." The park sits
along three miles of Lake
Michigan coastline and contains
woods, marshes, drifting sand
dunes, as well as flora and fauna
unique to the Midwest. The park
also has picnic areas, campgrounds, beach shelters and 10
different trails that run across the
park and vary in length and difficulty. Hikers and nature advocates can enjoy the park even in
the middle of winter. The park is
kept open year-round and closes
only under extreme weather conditions.
The Indiana Dunes is also
home to the Calumet Trail, the
state's first long distance trail
built exclusively for hiking, jogging, and bicycling. It is also
available to cross country skiers
during the winter. The trail is.
over nine miles long and is the
first in the state to be designated
as part of the National Recreation
Trail System by the U.S.
Department of the Interior.
Maps and brochures are
available at the front gate.
However, Smith said that she

encourages visitors to come to
the Nature Center. "If people
come to the Nature Center we can
fmd out what they want to see
and we can give them leads as to

where in the park they may want
to visit." The Nature Center is
open on weekends, Saturday
from 9 AM to 4 PM and Sundays
at 10 AM to 4 PM. The center

In fact, based on the statistics
below, I'm not sure what this survey suggests--other than the fact
that some students date and some
don't. And some are married,
while some are not. Because
there is not enough information
in the study to reach definitive,
scientific conclusions, I shall

endeavor to reach my own.
First, I believe that, based
on the survey, the dogmas of the
quiet past are inadequate to the
stormy law school present.
Second, the twenty-four
percent of students who date people from outside the law school
engage in such behavior because

it is economically efficient for
them to do so (See Brietzke (quoting Posner on Law and
Economics)).
Third, the twenty-two percent of students who said they
were single are, in fact, single
because it is either economically
efficient for them to be single, or
because they were confused as to
whether an offer for a date was
actually "on the table." (See generally Cirafici v. Goffen, 407
N.E.2d 633 (1980) (discussing
the intent to contract)). Finally,
and perhaps most profound, the
twenty-two percent of students
who claimed they were married
are, in fact, actually married.
On a serious note, it is
unfortunate that one of our writers felt compelled to withdraw
from the assignment of this article. She was personally criticized for deciding to do a story
on law school relationships. This
is merely a simple story on a simple subject. Participate. Don't
participate. It's only a story.

Scenic views like this are only minutes away from Valparaiso at the Indiana
Dunes State Park.

Results of Law .iehool. Dad• SaneJ:
8%
Z%
1%
24%
life
16%
22%
6%

-Engaged'~

,Married.
il>ivorced.
Dating SOJ9eon' wh9 is noj from . VUSL.
Dating someone from VUSL (bmm•••).
"Single as stresl.llt. of law sehool.
.SiiJII~.

"Other (your guess is as t00c1 as mine).

*Based on 100 students surveyed.

will also be open during the
weekdays in the spring.

Editor :S Note:
Due to the negative publicity surrounding this story, The Forum
has respected the authors
request to remain anonymous.
-S.C.
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YOU THINK YOU KNOW. BUT YOU HAVE NO IDEA.
THIS
IS THE DIARY OF VALPO LAW STUDENTS.
By Kathleen Kain, Lifestyles Editor

Name: Lance Clouse
Year: lL
Hometown: Crawfordsville,
IN

Name: Scott Walburn
Year: 2L
Hometown: Kalamazoo, Ml

Family: Mom, Dad, brother, sister, and
a cat
Undergraduate School: Wabash College,
and then he transferred to Indiana University
Bloomington, Class of 1998
Undergraduate Degree: Music and English
Why Did You Come to Law School: He got
tired of life on the road. He needed something challenging, and law school really
appealed to him.
Why Did You Choose Valpo Law: One day
when he was working in a music store, two
Valpo Law students came in and he began
asking questions about the Valpo program. It
interested him, and he visited the school.
The rest is history.
What Did You Do Between College and
Family: Mom and Dad, brother
Undergraduate School: Western Michigan
University, Class of December 1999
Undergraduate Degree: Finance
Why Did You Come to Law School: He
minored in law in college, and he enjoys
learning about law.
Why Did You Choose Valpo Law: He
likes the class sizes, the personal atmosphere, and the location, which is not too far
from his home. Additionally, he became
interested in Valpo when he saw the men's
basketball team in the Sweet Sixteen in
1998.
Name: Drew Broaddus
Year: 3L
Hometown: Flint, MI
Family: Mom and Dad
Undergraduate School: Alma College,
Class of 1999
Undergraduate Degree: History and
Political Science
Why Did You Come to Law School: He
wanted to keep on learning~ and he wanted a
practical area of study. Law school was the
best option for him.

Law School: He worked as a professional
musician, playing the guitar, and as a
singer/song writer
What Organizations are You Involved In:
The VUSL Musical, Phi Delta Phi, and
Intellectual Property Law Association
Favorite Class: Civil Procedure. He
enjoyed Professor Lind, as well as how challenging the class was.
What Changes Would You Like to See
Made to Make VUSL Better: Overall,
VUSL has been great. The staff and Career
Services go out of their way to help students.
As far as the University as a whole, the
recreational facilities are sub-par.
If You Could Have Dinner with Any

Professor, Who Would it Be and Why:
Professor Brietzke. He would like to discuss
all the work that he has done. Also,
Professor Brietzke is extremely personable.
What Issues Would You Like to See
Covered in The Forum: How many people
in the Law School are left handed; whether
the law school caters more toward Chicago
law firms than firms in some Indiana towns
such as Fort Wayne and South Bend.
What Law Week Events Will You
Participate In: Barrister's Ball, Honors
Luncheon, Karaoke Night, and Professional
Development Day.

What Did You Do Between College and
Law School: He worked as a substitute
teacher in a high school.
Favorite Class: Torts with Professor
Blomquist
What Changes Would You Like to See
Made to Make VUSL Better: The only
thing he would like to see changed is assistance with finding work in Michigan where
he lives. Otherwise, he is extremely happy
here.
If You Could Have Dinner with Any
Professor, Who Would it Be and Why:
Professor Gioia, an adjunct professor who

teaches Medical Malpractice. He is an
entertaining person.
What Issues Would You Like to See
Covered in The Forum: Just keep the
Sports section
What Law Week Events Will You
Participate In: Hopefully all ofthem.
What Do You do When You are Not
Studying: Playing racquetball and basketball.

Why Did You Choose Valpo Law: He liked
the atmosphere and the small class sizes.
Additionally, financial aid helped in his decision.
What Organizations are You Involved In:
Law Review, President of the International
Law Society, IM Basketball
Favorite Class: Constitutional Law with
Professor Levinson
What Changes Would You Like to See
Made to Make VUSL Better: He has no
changes he would make to VUSL. He has

gotten as much help as he expected to get.
If You Could Have Dinner with Any

Professor, Who Would it Be and Why:
Professor Brietzke. He bas so much. experience, that he would like to tap into his
knowledge.
What Law Week Events Will You
Participate In: Barrister's Ball and the
Roast.

FACUL1Y PROFILI: SUSAN STUART
by
Alec Miller
I remember ll!Y very first day at law
school quite well. After taking care of
the initial introductions and requirements,
I was shuffled into the atrium to collect
my box lunch. I placed myself strategically next to a professor whose name I
recognized from my schedule: Stuart.
This was my chance to impress her with
my impeccable social skills and blinding
intellect. We exchanged pleasantries.
As I was taking a bite from my
Granny Smith, she said: "So, tell me
Alec, how did the court reach its decision
in People v. Rizzo"?
I tried to look calm and composed,
while at the same time choking on and
spitting out chunks of apple. I fumbled
out my response. It was complex, but
articulate: "Uh ... er. .. you mean the reasoning part of the case, or are you talking
about the holding?"
"Just kidding," she replied and started laughing.
That is Susan Stuart-professor of
legal writing and remedies. She is a professor who teaches her students how to
think about the law. I learned that from
day one.
Professor Stuart grew up in northwest Indiana. Lake County to be precise.
Down in farm country, but not on a farm.
She has three brothers and one sister. As
early as grade school, Stuart realized that
she had a com etitive need to take

charge. To her, gender was simply not an
issue-she had to be
"Daniel Boone" or
"Davy Crockett" in
all the neighborhood
games. She also was
the leader of a gang.
Why is that not surprising?
Stuart did not
really have a hero
growing up. People
she currently admires
are Abraham Lincoln
and political philosopher Edmund Burke.
But her parents are her role models, not
Brett Favre or any other member of the
Green Bay Packers, as I tried to push.
Stuart enjoyed athletics, but in high
school women were not encouraged to be
in sports. There was no state athletic
association. She did, however, play intramural sports like basketball and softball.
Her father was a coach so she "did what
the boys did." She also participated in
theatre.
Stuart attended DePauw University.
She majored in elementary education.
After college she taught sixth grade for
five years. A master's degree enabled her
to accept a position working in a federal
reading program. Stuart was happy
teachin
ade school but saw no rofes-

sional advancement.
It was then that she

had an epiphany to
attend law school.
Stuart elected
to attend illIndianapolis Law
School. After her
third semester she
began clerking with
a small firm in the
city's financial center. Following law
school, Stuart
clerked for the
Indiana Court of Appeals. Her writing
was so respected, she was asked to
remain for a third year. After that, she
entered private practice where she
remained for eleven years. Stuart then
began exploring teaching avenues, which
had interested her since law school. She
began teaching at ill-Bloomington and
came to Valpo last year.
Stuart laughs after being asked what
a typical "Susan Stuart" weekend consists
of. Since she has just become a resident
here, she feels there are not many options
yet available. But a typical weekend
includes one day of "gathering back [her]
resources." This includes a full day of
watching college sports. Stuart is clearly
an avid sports fan (although she has never
ex erienced the "Frozen Tundra" that is

Lambeau Field).
Stuart's hobbies include reading,
running, and yoga. She is a voracious
reader. Her reading selections include
mainly works of fiction-just about
everything except for westerns and
William Shatner. Stuart is also a very
good cook. She tends to shy away from
the cooking shows Emeril Live and Molt
Mario-instead touting the philosophy
that cooking is "fmding a recipe with no
more than six ingredients."
Stuart enjoys a variety of music. As she
zips around the city in her Cougar, she
listens to many classics-including The
Beach Boys' Pet Sounds (Paul
McCartney's favorite album), The
Beatles' Abbey Road, Leslie Gore, The
Pretenders, and Music from the Motion
Picture Gladiator.
Professor Stuart is unique-unique
in how she lives and unique in how she
teaches. She teaches her students not
only the basis of the legal subject matter
of her courses, but also how to think
about those subjects and utilize that information in real-world situations. In a
sense, she teaches her students how to
apply what they have learned. So please
excuse me while I go and draft my
Subpoena Duces Tecum ...

jfebruarp 4-9, 2002
:ftlonbap. jftb. 4
11 AM

Honors Luncheon at Casa Del Roma

8 PM

Trivia Night in Tabor
How much do you really know? Teams of five compete for all-school bragging rights. Pizza provided!

1tutsbap. jftl1. 5
8PM

Karaoke Night at Goodfella's
Show your singing skills, or lack thereof! Drinks provided!

RldrntJbap. jftl1. 6
Lsfprvt ·v

c-h·Baf-a~thon

at Inman's Recreational Center

Set up your teams and compete in bowling, darts, pool, and laser tag. 8 people per team, $5 per person.
Food and drinks provided!

8PM

~Utlbap. jfda.
'The Roast' at Semento's

7

Baby Pictures, skits, and much much more! Snacks and drinks provided!

jfribap. jftl1. 8
10:30 AM Professional Development Day sponsored by Career Services
Find your dream job with the help of over 50 attorneys throughout the Midwest.

6aturbap. jftlJ. 9
7PM

Barrister's Ball
Live band, dinner, and drinks! See your favorite professors dance the night away!
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SuperBowl leaves much to be desired
By David Masse
Sports Editor

Is it just me or did it seem
like the St. Louis Rams played
the Carolina Panthers every other
weekend during the regular season? Now I know the Rams
played the Panthers only twice
and I know that the Rams finished 14-2 during the regular season. But it seems like they play a
wishy-washy schedule, lock up
the dome-field advantage and
waltz their way into the Big
Dance. And now the Rams get to
play in another dome where they
will meet the New England
Patriots
this
Sunday
in
SuperBowl XXXVI, in New
Orleans.
Are we supposed to be

excited about this prospect? New
England is making its third
SuperBowl
appearance.
Interestingly enough, the Patriots
last two (both losses) were also
played in New Orleans (1986 and
1997).
Admittedly, the Patriots are
a solid football team and they are
on a roll. But did you get the
feeling that the Pittsburgh
Steelers took them a little lightly.
For example, if you watched
sportscenter last week you may
have noticed that the Steelers
coach told players to use Monday
and Tuesday to make their
SuperBowl arrangements (tickets
etc) so that there would be no distractions during the week before
SuperBowl Sunday. Meanwhile,
the Patriots were practicing for
the game; you know, the AFC

championship. Anyway, by the
time the Steelers figured out that
the Patriots could actually win, it
was too late. And now the
Steelers are going home, unfulfilled underachievers.
Pennsylvania's NFC team
deserves no praise either. In the
NFC championship game, the
Philadelphia Eagles had the ball
at mid-field, trailing 29-24, with
just over two minutes to go. It
seemed like the perfect situation
for a team trying to win on the
road. Yet it was as if the Eagles
had no passion, no fire, no
chance. Gone was the confident
smile that Eagles quarterback
Donovan McNabb had against
the Bears. Gone was the flare,
the panache, the pizzazz, the confidence. All that was left was a
flickering flame, ready to die out

Here's the reaction from law school mainstays:
Prof. Laura Dooley: St. Louis 1 0-0
Prof. Alex Geisinger: Pats, 28-24 (Well, he is from Connecticut)
Prof. A. Myers: "Rams Of Course; Marshall Faulk & a great offensive line."
Prof. Linda Whitton: "Come back to me when we're looking at the America's
Cup.''
Prof. JoEIIen Lind: ''Ban the game (replace it w/women's volleyball)."
3L Missy Van Nuil: St. Louis 9-0
2L Alec Miller: G.Bay 35-10??? "The Brett Favre factor will allow the
Packers to spring from the losers' bracket and take this thing all the way."
1L Elizabeth Block: Patriots 27-13 (she also informed me that the Las Vegas
bookmakers have St. Louis as a 14.5 point favorite)

Valpo Basketball Mid-Season Review
By Randy Fisher
Managing Editor

Last season, the buzzer
sounded on the Valparaiso
University Men's Basketball
Team, and the Crusaders found
themselves in an unusual place:
sitting at home during March
Madness and the NCAA
Tournament. This wtts quite a
different feeling than that of the
Sweet Sixteen run the Crusaders
made a few years back.
Watching Southern Utah, the
team Valpo lost to in the finals of
the
Mid-Con
Tournament,
brought the Crusaders to the realization that their six-year stronghold on the conference had just
slipped away.
Thus, the road back to the
NCAA Tournament and to the top
of the Mid-Con began for Coach
Homer Drew and his team. And
the midpoint of the 2001-2002
season finds the Crusaders well
on their way to regaining the conference crown. After a slow start
with losses to Purdue and
Belmont, Valpo now stands at 156 and alone atop the Mid-Con.
The Crusaders schedule has
been packed with strong nonconference opponents and thus
far, the VU team has picked up
quality wins against Indiana
State, UNC-Charlotte, Rhode

Island, and West Virginia. Also,
Valpo has made itself a "team to
watch out for" after putting up a
tough fight in losses to Arizona
and Kansas, two of the top basketball programs in the nation.
A balanced scoring attack
has been key to the Crusaders
success thus far. Led by Senior
and Pre-Season Conference
Player of the Year, Lubos Barton
at 14 points per game and closely
followed by Juniors Raitis Grafs
and Stalin Ortis at 13 and 12
points per game respectively, the
Crusaders have proven you have
to stop more than one man to beat
this team on any given night.
The Crusaders have even
fought through a case of mid-season drama. The phenom Junior
College transfer, Antonio 'Tony'
Falu recently quit the team. Falu,
a great individual playmaker, left
the Crusader team citing an
inability to fit into VU's system
and personal troubles with
Valpo 's coaching staff. Touted as
one of Valpo 's best recruits in
years, Falu had the potential to be
a legend here at VU, but also was
heavily criticized for his selfish
play. Moving on as you must, the
Crusaders cut anchor on Falu and
seem to be an even better team
without him.
Now, in the midst of its con-

ference schedule, Valpo seems to
be on the verge of dominating the
Mid-Con once again. However,
the trouble that comes with being
the team on top is that everyone
is gunning for you, thus forcing
Valpo to play its best night in
and night out. Take for instance
the Crusaders 74-73 win over
IUPUI last Thursday night.
IUPUI battled VU all the way to
the end, and it took the heroics of
Barton, nailing a 15-foot jumper
with 1.3 seconds left in the game
to secure a Valpo victory.
Although the Mid-Con's
reputation and teams have steadily improved throughout the past
few years, the Crusaders are still
men among boys. VU's team
usually outsizes its opponents
considerably and has more talent
on its bench than most conference opponents have with their
starting five. Accordingly, VU
should cruise through the remaining conference schedule on the
way to the Mid-Con Tourney in
Fort Wayne.
Bottom line, the Crusaders
are a team on a mission. They
have regained the swagger and
dominance of a champion.
Attention Crusader fans: keep
watching, as this may be the year
Valpo lives up to the hype!

in the windless dome.
The
Eagles did not even pick up a single frrst down on that fmal possession. Joe Montana where are
you?
When it comes to strategy,
the Eagles get a C-. Why was
McNabb sitting back in the pocket like he•s Dan Marino or something? It seems like Donovan
McNabb, a multi-talented and
versatile athlete, should have
used his legs. Why not make St.
Louis tackle him at least two or
three times on the final drive. Do
something. Go out fighting,
please.
Instead, the Eagles went out
with a whimper and it was easy to
forget that this was a championship game. It was confidence
that was missing. The Eagles
didn't have the eye of the tiger,
the edge.
Remember Joe
Montana against Cincinnati (the
second time) when you just knew
that the 49ers would come back?
Or John Elway against Cleveland
or Green Bay, when you knew
the Broncos could not be
stopped. No, the Eagles just went
out, like it was any other game.
So the St. Louis Rams are in
the SuperBowl, almost by default

it seems. The Rams, known
mostly for their prolific offense,
have a fast and underrated
defense that deserves recognition. The Pats had better block
Rams defensive stars Grant
Winstrom and Leonard Little or
they will be in for a long day.
On the other side of the ball,
the Pats can boast two of the best
cornerbacks in the game, Ty Law
and Otis Smith. Also, the teams
played during the regular season,
a 24-17 win for St. Louis (at New
England) in what was described
by the Rams coach as a very
tough fight.
So we might get a good
game. But forgive me if I'm not
inspired by the match-up. The
game is being played in a dome,
and Marshall Faulk, arguably the
Ram's and the· NFL's most dangerous offensive weapon, is playing in front of his home fans.
Granted, the Pats are well
coached, but have only one week
to prepare. W)lat seems likely is
another lackluster Super Dud,
and a game that will never really
be in doubt. But then again I had
Oakland playing St. Louis (oh, let
me tell you about those New
England snowstorms).
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